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SUB J : GOL REQUEST FOR BIDS FOR BUSES 
REF: BEIRUT 2458 

1 . GOL RECENTLY INVITED SEVERAL FOREIGN FIRMS, INCLUDING 
GENERAL MOTORS (GM), TO BID TO SELL LARGE NUMBER OF BUSES 
FOR BEIRUT MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM. MAY 19 BID 
DEADLINE EXPIRED PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF BIDS BY GM. LOCAL GM 
REPRESENTATIVE DAVID KASSIR TOLD US MAY 21 THAT GOL OFFICIAL 
HAD TELEPHONED HIM AND SAID THAT 45 DAY EXTENSION HAS BEEN 
APPROVED, WHEN IN FACT GOL HAD NOT GRANTED SUCH AN EXTENSION. 
(WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER KASSIR WAS MISINFORMED OR MISLEADING.) 

2. ON JULY 8, MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AMIN BIZRI CALLED IN 
EMBASSY OFFICERS TO EXPLAIN PROCEDURE FOLLOWED, NOTING THAT 
HE HEARD THAT "CERTAIN OBSERVATIONS" HAD BEEN MADE SUGGESTING 
THAT GM HAD NOT RECEIVED FAIR TREATMENT. IN EXPLAINING THE 
PROCEDURES, HE SAID THAT GM HAD REQUESTED AN EXTENSION OF THE 
DEADLINE (HE SEEMED TOTALLY UNAWARE THAT GM HAD BEEN TOLD THAT 
THE DEADLINE HAD BEEN EXTENDED). THE GOL HAD RECEIVED A PRIOR 
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REQUEST FOR EXTENSION FROM FIAT WHICH HAD BEEN REFUSED. IN THE 
LIGHT OF THIS, AN EXTENSION WAS NOT GRANTED TO GM. HE CONTINUED 
BY STATING THAT WHILE THE DEADLINE HAD PASSED. A FIRM 
DECISION HAD NOT BEEN MADE ON THE PROPOSALS STILL "UNDER STUDY." 
HE LEFT CLEAR IMPLICATION THAT. SHOULD GM AND EMBASSY STILL 
HAVE STRONG INTEREST IN OFFICIAL CONSIDERATION OF GM BID. 
SOMETHING MIGHT BE DONE. 
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3. BEFORE WE BURN UP OUR CREDIT WITH THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
WORKS, WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF GM INDEED IS INTERESTED OR NOT 
IN BIDDING TO SELL BUSES TO LEBANON. OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT, 

WITH GM AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVE IN ATHENS RATHER THAN IN BEIRUT, 
GM'S INTERESTS MAY BE SOMEWHAT LESS THAN OVERPOWERING. WE 
WOULD NOT WANT TO GO BACK TO BIZRI AND DIRECTOR OF MUNICIPAL 
TRANSPORTATION ADEL HAMIEH UNLESS WE WERE ASSURED THAT GM 
WOULD INDEED PROMPTLY PRESENT SERIOUS BID. 

4. REQUEST ATHENS EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OFFICER CONTACT ATHENS 
GM REPRESENTATIVE O'KEEFE ON URGENT BASIS AND SOUND OUT DEGREE 
OF GM'S INTEREST IN GETTING INTO THE LEBANESE MARKET. WITHOUT 
PROMISING ANYTHING, PLEASE TRY TO ASCERTAIN HOW SOON, AT THE 
EARLIEST, GM COULD PRESENT A BID TO THE GOL AND ADVISE. 

PARKER 
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